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Stanningley Primary School

Early Years Policy 

Introduction: - 

Our Early Years setting accommodates children from the age of three years to the end of the Reception year. This is known as the Foundation Stage. Children may join the Foundation Stage at any time during this period, where spaces are available. Children will be offered a Nursery place following their third birthday depending on availability. The Foundation Stage is an important stage in its own right as well as providing a firm basis on which to build future learning. It is a period of rapid growth in which children develop in all areas as they learn about the world and themselves. 

Philosophy: -
Throughout the Foundation Stage we offer learning opportunities through extended play and the value of that play is seen as integral in our holistic approach to child development. Relevant and well thought out provision ensures that the children’s early experiences are of the highest quality. This is crucial in developing deep concepts, skills and attitudes. We provide children with the opportunity to develop and build positive relationships with both adults and peers. We celebrate a wide range of festivals from around the world to build the children’s cultural knowledge. This diverse range of cultures is reflected in our setting and we celebrate and share festivals from lots of faiths; carefully selected resources allow for open ended play and imagination.
Admission to Nursery: - 

1. Every three-year-old child in Leeds is entitled to 15 hours’ free provision in Nursery. We are able to offer a limited number of flexible provision sessions within these 15 hours. In addition, there are also a limited number of lunchtime places (wrap around) where children can either pay for a school meal or bring their packed lunch. There is usually a small fee for children staying for lunch.
2. Some children will be entitled to 30 hours’ free childcare which can be accessed in our setting or shared with another childcare provider i.e.  a childminder. For more information, visit HMRC website.
3. Adults wishing to secure a Nursery place for their child can either contact the school to put their child’s name on the waiting list or visit our website where you will find a direct link at www.stanningleyprimary.com
4. The waiting list is kept in age order and places are allocated in date order.
5. Should a family request a Nursery place and their child is already eligible due to their age they will be allocated the first available place.  
6. Every child is invited to visit the setting with their parent, carers and we will visit them at home.
7. If the Nursery becomes full before the end of the current school year, any children who become three after this time will be required to wait until September of that year.

Admission to Reception: -
All Leeds schools must adhere to Education Leeds Admissions Policy. Please see the Education Leeds Admissions Policy on our school website. 
Aims: - 

The aims of our Foundation Stage are:

· To provide a curriculum which enables children to reach their full physical, emotional, and intellectual potential, through a rich and stimulating environment.

· To promote a positive attitude towards learning, nurturing children’s self - esteem and confidence.

· To provide a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children to learn effectively.
· To foster a sense of responsibility for the immediate environment and the wider world, understanding that our actions can affect these.
Inclusion:-
We provide an inclusive curriculum, which meets the needs of all its children including those with disabilities, those with special educational needs, those from all cultural backgrounds and pupils with English as an additional language. Learning diversity is recognised and planned for and any barriers to learning and participation are challenged and removed. All children will be provided with equality of opportunity. 
Learning and Teaching: - 

Our teaching reflects the understanding of how children develop and learn. We create a balance between whole class teaching and small group activities and those which are child initiated. The children are given the opportunity to learn through creative and imaginative experiences, developing their senses as well as recognising and encouraging the importance of peer learning.

Indoor and outdoor provision ensures that our children develop all their senses through the natural environment.

Planning:- 

· Effective long-term planning is constantly reviewed and developed for all areas of learning, providing continuity and progression; this planning ensures teaching and developing of skills.
· We adhere to and follow the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage. Short term planning is for focused, adult-led and child-initiated activities and children’s interests will always be considered. 
Parental Involvement:- 

We know that all parents have a vital role to play in the education of their children and we recognise and value their support. Clear communication is the key to positive relationships between home and school and we value every child’s contribution to our community. We offer regular stay and play sessions throughout the academic year.
We ensure this by:-
· Encouraging parents /carers to make visits with their children in the weeks prior to their child’s start date in order to help them settle easily. 

· All parents/carers will have an introductory meeting which will be held either in the child’s home or in school. 
· All parents and cares are welcome to our weekly stay and play sessions, this gives them an opportunity to be directly involved in their children’s learning in our setting.

· Inviting all parents/carers of those children starting Reception in the September to attend an induction meeting in school during the month of June.

· Inviting all parents/carers of Reception children to attend a meeting on phonics in the first term of their child starting Reception.

· From Nursery the children’s profiles are available for parents/cares and children to look at and enjoy. We encourage contributions from home to be added to these learning journeys.

· All parents/carers of children in Early Years are encouraged to support their children at home in regular fun activities and challenges.
·  Nursery children have an individual on-line Tapestry profile which can be accessed by their family. We encourage parents/carers to share their child’s home experiences through this. 

· All parents/carers are invited to have individual consultations throughout the academic year to discuss their child’s progress. 
Open door policy: -
Parents / carers are welcome to be involved in their children’s education. The staff are always available to support families with any situation that they wish to discuss.  We respond in an appropriate and flexible manner according to individual needs and we have a Family support worker, Di Greenwood, within school who may be able to assist with specific family issues. Di will also attend home visits where appropriate.
Assessment: - 
We place great emphasis on ‘In the moment’ assessment and this enables us to close the learning gaps more quickly for all children by providing them with challenge appropriate to their individual learning needs as they are learning and playing. It also allows us to accurately assess children’s next steps for learning to move their learning forward with pace. This is a key feature of our day to day practice, which is recorded through photographs and annotated descriptions, presented in children’s individual profiles, including the on-line assessment tool Tapestry. Summative data is recorded using the new Early Years Foundation Stage Profile and other tracking systems, in order to track progress and target individuals for specific support. Individual children are discussed during weekly planning meetings as part of tracking their progress. With the introduction of the revised Early Years Framework, the assessment of Nursery and Reception children has changed. Whilst there is still the GLD (Good Level of Development) measure at the end of reception, there are now only two summative assessment judgements – emerging and expected; there is no longer an exceeding judgement. 
Conclusion:- 

In our Stanningley Primary School Early Years setting, we believe in all children having every opportunity to develop at their own pace in all areas of provision, so that learning is meaningful yet challenging in a supportive, engaging environment. 
This Policy was reviewed and adopted in May 2022
Next review date: May 2025
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